Shipway's Restaurant and Garage
AL-1-A-050

As automobiles increased both in popularity and number fiiling
stations, garages, and restaurants were built to provide service to
people traveling Route 40. The original part of the restaurant has
been obscured by various additions, but the garage, built during the
1920's, retains its original appearance. The double doors and windows
adornedwith advertisements preserve the flavor of this business place.
Since Route 40 was relocated in 1950's and early 1960's business has
declined for the restaurant and the garage has closed.
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Shipways Restaurant and Garage are located on either side of
Scenic Route 40 on Green Ridge.

The Restaurant originally consisted of a rectangular two and
one half story and seven bays wide (on the south) frame structure
with german siding covered with asbestos shingles. The low
foundation is of poured cement with a plain water table. The
gable flank roof is covered with pressed tin shingles with 1ightning
rods. Eaves consist of a box cornice, soffit, bedmould, and returns.
Chimneys 1include one interior corbeled brick and one pipe chimney.
A shed roofed wraparound veranda with decorative posts is on the
southern facade. An extended arcade has a shallow gabled roof
with rofter ends exposed. Windows of the original are nailed
one over one lights, some impairs with mullion.

The earliest addition was probably the gabled frame "wing",
perpendicular to the original on the southeastern corner. A hipped
roof front "was added to the southern gable end of this"wing". A
pyramid roofed square frame addition abuts the "wing" on the east.
Both hipped roof additions have ribbed tin roofs and a gabled dormers.
The main entrances on the later additions lead to the dining room.
They consist of double doors each with three recessed panels and
original hardware. Two shed roofed additions and a flat roofed
dormer are on the north of the original.

The original part of the garage is a one story, three bays
wide shed roofed frame structure with german siding. It rests
on wooden posts, with no water table. Eaves consist of a simple
cornice and soffit. The one cinderblock chimney is located outside
end.

The main entrance in the center of the northern facade. This
includes a set of double doors, each with two recessed panels, one
light, and original hardware. Two large fixed eight 1ight windows

surround the entrance. A large roof is extended over the service area.

On the east is a small gabled frame garage with shiplap siding.
It rests on a poured cement foundation and has sl1d1ng garage doors. .
On the west is a rest area and motel office covered with metal advertising

signs.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Shipway's Resturant and Garage are situated on what is now Scenic
Route 40. These buildings are examples of businesses that grew up
in the age of the automobile.

The automobile began having its greatest impact in Allegany County in
the 1920's (1) Automobile dealerships began springing up in the main
towns of the county 1ike Cumberland and Frostburg. (2) "Concomitant
with the growth of the automobile was the increasing number of gasoline
filling stations and auto repair shops, which sprang up not only in the
cities and towns of the area but in the surrounding rural countryside
as wll1." (3) Shipway's Garage is an example of one of the rural auto
repair and filling stations that were built for the automotive era.
Shipway's Restaurant exemplifies the restaurant and inn type of establish-
ment which boomed in the age of the automobile and which served those
traveling on old Route 40.

In the 1950's and early 1960's much of Route 40 east of Cumberland
was rebuilt and widened. " As people increasingly turned to the automobile
for transportation, they demanded new and better roads." (4) Thus, the
same factor that had created business for Shipway's Restaurant and Garage-
the ¢rowth of automobile transporation-also caused its decline. Route 40
was re-routed and no longer took automobile past Shipway's establishment.
Because of this change in the route, the restaurant and garage have begun
a decline which continues to the present day.

Although the restaurant has been altered, the garage building retains its
original appearance. The original entrance and door are still on the build-
ing, which has helped to preserve its appearance.

Shipway's Restaurant and Garage stand as reminders of the importance of the
age of the automobile to the small-business economy of Allegany County.

(1) Harry Stegmaier, et al, Allegany County-A History (Parson, W Va.:
McClain Printing Co.) P.3T5

(2) 1Ibid

(3) Ibid (4) Ibid P-416
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